Name:  ________________________

Period:  __________ Date:  ________

Biome Puzzle

	Biome
	Boreal Forest (Taiga)
	Desert
	Estuary
	Fresh Water
	Marine Ecosystems

	Temperature
	-25º C to 15º C
	12º C to 35º C
	x
	x
	x.

	Average Monthly Precipitation


	Approximately     15 to 50 mm
	Less than 25 mm
	x
	x
	x

	Description


	Long bitterly cold winters, mild summers where the ground thaws.
	Low precipitation, extreme temperature changes.
	Area where fresh water rivers meet the ocean.
	Rivers, streams, creeks, brooks, and lakes.
	Salt water environment including coral reefs and coastal ocean.

	Plants
	Needle leaf coniferous trees.
	Cacti and other succulents.
	Algae & grasses
	Algae & grasses.
	Green algae, kelp, seaweed.

	Herbivores


	Moose, beavers, songbirds, migratory birds.
	Tortoises, mule deer, pronghorn antelopes, kangaroo rats
	Water birds, small fish, insects.
	Turtles, small fish, insects.
	Small fish, snails, sea urchin

	Predators
	Weasels, lynx, and timber wolves.
	Mountain lions, gray fox, bobcats.
	Large fish, large water birds.
	Otters, large fish, trout.
	Shark, large fish, seals.

	Biome
	Temperate Forest
	Temperate Grassland
	Temperate Woodland and Shrub land
	Tropical Rain Forest
	Tundra

	Temperature
	0º C to 25º C
	5º C to 30º C
	10º C to 20º C
	Approximately    28º C year round.
	-28º C to 5º C

	Average Monthly Precipitation


	80 to 110 mm
	50 to 125 mm
	0 to 75 mm
	50 to 320 mm
	0 to 20 mm

	Description


	Cold to moderate winters, warm summers, Soil is rich in humus.
	Warm to hot summers, cold winters.
	Hot dry summers, cool moist winters.
	Hot and wet year round.
	Strong winds, low precipitation, short and soggy summers.

	Plants
	Broad leafed deciduous trees, some conifers.
	Lush, perennial grasses, herbs.
	Woody, evergreen shrubs with small leathery leaves.
	Broad leafed evergreen trees.
	Ground Hugging plants such as mosses, sedges.

	Herbivores


	Deer, squirrels, songbirds, turkeys.
	Mule deer, prong horned antelopes, prairie dogs.
	Black tailed deer, rabbit, squirrels.
	Sloths, tapers, capybaras, insects.
	Shore birds, water fowl, insects, caribou

	Predators
	Black bear, bobcats.
	Wolves, coyotes, badgers, grizzly bears.
	Coyotes, foxes, bobcats, mountain lions.
	Jaguars, anteaters, monkeys.
	Arctic Fox, snowy owl.

	Black bear, bobcats.
	Needle leaf coniferous trees.
	Warm to hot summers, cold winters.
	0 to 75 mm
	Deer, squirrels, songbirds, turkeys.
	Broad leafed deciduous trees, some conifers.

	Cold to moderate winters, warm summers, Soil is rich in humus.
	Tortoises, mule deer, pronghorn antelopes, kangaroo rats
	Otters, large fish, trout.
	Wolves, coyotes, badgers, grizzly bears.
	Area where fresh water rivers meet the ocean.
	Weasels, lynx, and timber wolves.

	Coyotes, foxes, bobcats, mountain lions.
	Strong winds, low precipitation, short and soggy summers.
	X
	0º C to 25º C
	80 to 110 mm
	Hot dry summers, cool moist winters.

	Low precipitation, extreme temperature changes.
	Algae & grasses
	Woody, evergreen shrubs with small leathery leaves.
	Moose, beavers, songbirds, migratory birds.
	5º C to 30º C
	10º C to 20º C

	Ground Hugging plants such as mosses, sedges.
	Hot and wet year round.
	Shark, large fish, seals.
	Lush, perennial grasses, herbs.
	X
	Broad leafed evergreen trees.

	Turtles, small fish, insects.
	X
	X
	Cacti and other succulents.
	Jaguars, anteaters, monkeys.
	Small fish, snails, sea urchin

	Shore birds, water fowl, insects, caribou
	Sloths, tapers, capybaras, insects.
	Long bitterly cold winters, mild summers where the ground thaws.
	Black tailed deer, rabbit, squirrels.
	Mule deer, prong horned antelopes, prairie dogs.
	Arctic Fox, snowy owl.

	50 to 125 mm
	X
	Large fish, large water birds.
	-28º C to 5º C
	Mountain lions, gray fox, bobcats.
	50 to 320 mm

	-25º C to 15º C
	Algae & grasses
	12º C to 35º C
	Rivers, streams, creeks, brooks, and lakes.
	Less than 25 mm
	X

	Salt water environment including coral reefs and coastal ocean.
	0 to 20 mm
	Water birds, small fish, insects.
	Approximately     15 to 50 mm
	Green algae, kelp, seaweed.
	Approximately    28º C year round.
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