Outline for Lab Reports
Title


The title should reflect the independent and dependent variable. For example, “The effects of varying degrees of sunlight on the growth of tomato plants”
Abstract

An abstract is a summary of your research. It is the last part of the paper to be written and should be written in third person past tense. State the topic or objective so that it will be understood by a person who is not an expert in the field. State your procedure only in broad terms (not in detail) and report it as a process (not a series of specific events). Include materials used as a summary, if needed for clarity. Summarize your results and state a conclusion. Your abstract should be about 100 words (one short paragraph).

Introduction

This section presents the purpose and objectives of your research as well as background and your hypothesis. The purpose states the objective or reason for doing the research. This may also be stated as the problem being investigated. You should include any necessary background knowledge in this section (cite sources). Your hypothesis should clearly state what you think the outcome of your research will be. You should state your hypothesis before you begin any experimentation. 

Procedure (materials and methods)


This section tells exactly what you did and how you did it. This is done in paragraph form or step-by-step fashion. This section should be clear enough so that another person could reproduce exactly what you have done.

Data and Observations


This section contains your results. Summarize data collected; do not include raw data. Use tables, graphs, and charts.

Discussion

In this section you will discuss and explain your results. Include interpretations and opinions of your data and observations. Discuss any sources of error. Include any unusual circumstances, problems or difficulties that were encountered. In this section you should discuss how the information gathered during the project is useful to society or the individual.  If there are questions to answer as a part of your lab report, do so in this section.

Conclusion

This is a judgment of your hypothesis based on your results. It is a statement of whether your hypothesis was supported or not supported. Remember, it is not bad to have made an incorrect hypothesis. There are many successful projects that have made an incorrect hypothesis. If your hypothesis was not supported by the data collected, you may make a brief statement as to why you think this was so.

Bibliography
Properly cite all sources used (APA format). Minimum of two major sources (no dot-coms or encyclopedias)
General Guidelines:

• Type your paper double spaced.

•  Upload your paper to Turnitin.com prior to the deadline.
