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Keying Creatures

Write a dichotomous key to identify the fictious creatures below.  include the following guidelines in preparing your key:
1. Assign a Latinized, scientific name (genus and species) to each organism.
2. Write this name below the picture of the organism.
3. Choose ONE characteristic that divides the creatures into TWO groups. (The groups don't have to be equal in size, but every creature must fit into one of the two groups.

4. Write this characteristic as 1a and 1b on a dichotomous key that you will be making. 

5. Choose a second chaacteristic that divides one of the groups again and make this 2a and 2b on your key.

6. Repeat step 5 for the second main group from step #1.

7. Continue choosing only ONE characteristic at a time for you’re a and b choices untill all creatures have been identified.

8. DOUBLE CHECK your key by "tracing your steps" as your write your identification pathway by EACH creature.

Hints:

· You’re a's and b's should have ONE characteristic only (the organism has the characteristic or does not have the characteristic)

· Use scientific terms in your key

· If you DON't KNOW WHAT A STRUCTURE IS CALLED, use your textbook to look up the correct scientific name for the structure.
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Write a key that will identify the fictitious animals in Figure 45-2. Use the following guidelines and
suggestions in preparing your key:

(a) Prepare your key to identify phylum groups.

(b) ‘Use all animals shown. :

(¢) Each animal must represent a different phylum.

(d) Assign a phylum name to each representative animal. This name should describe some major
characteristic not found in the other animals. This characteristic should be one that could be
used in placing other animals having this same trait into only this phylum. (Example: Animal 8
may belong to Phylum Toenail Tentacles.) ‘

Figure 45-2




BONUS.

Draw a picture of 3 other creatures, assign them scientific names, and write any additional steps your key may need to identify them.
